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INTRODUCTION

NOTE:

Title source: Western Sydney stakeholder interview October 2007.

This document forms Part 2 of the Western Sydney Audience
Development Study and presents key statistical data and analysis that has
informed the key findings, recommendations and the Strategy.

Arts NSW commissioned the Australia Street Company to undertake the

development of the Western Sydney Audience Development Study in June

2007 and the Study was finalisedinDecember 2007. Tdde Studyods
on the development of a Western Sydney Arts Audience Development

Strategy to provide a short and long term planning framework and

sustainable direction for organisations, agencies and the arts sector with

an identified interest in arts and cultural development in the region.

METHODOLOGY

The Study required an analysis of Census data related to Western Sydney
from the 2006 Census of Population and Housing. An analysis of
attendance at selected cultural venues in Sydney and in Western Sydney
was also analysed using data collected in 2002 and 2005/06 by the
Australian Bureau of Statistics. The Study also sought information from
major central Sydney based cultural venues related to levels of attendance
from Western Sydney residents at each venue. This data is presented in
Part 2 and provides preliminary and indicative information that informed
the development of the Strategy.
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WESTERN SYDNEY
STATISTICAL SNAPSHOT

SCOPE

Greater Western Sydney (GWS) is made up of 14 local government areas.
These are:

North-West Sydney: Baulkham Hills, Blacktown, Blue Mountains,
Hawkesbury and Penrith LGAs

West-Central Sydney: Auburn, Bankstown, Fairfield, Holroyd and
Parramatta LGAs

South West Sydney: Camden, Campbelltown, Liverpool and Wollondilly
LGAs.

This is the definition of Greater Western Sydney (GWS) used by the
Western Sydney Regional Organisation of Councils (WSROC) and the
Macarthur Regional Organisation of Councils (MACROC). It should be
noted, however, that WSROC is comprised of 11 of the above councils (all
those in N-W and W-Central Sydney above plus Liverpool) and MACROC
is comprised of 4 councils (all those listed in S W Sydney above), that is
their jurisdictions overlap. A number of other definitions of Western Sydney
are in use by other agencies, notably government departments and the
Australian Bureau of Statistics. These other definitions variously include all
or part of such council areas as Baulkham Hills, Ku ring gai, Hornsby,
Ashfield, Burwood, Canada Bay, and Strathfield.

For the purpose of this Study however, the area covered by the 14 local
government areas in the above list is the area of interest. Where data used
in this report varies from the above definition, this is noted in the report
below.

Summary data prepared by WSROC from the last two Censuses relating
to these 14 councils and has been made available to this Study and is at
Appendix 2. Following is an overview of key items from this summary and
the most recent Census relevant to this report.
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GWS is one of the growth areas of Sydney. Population has increased
consistently since 1991 and the area now has 1,788,967 residents and
573,135 households. However, both population size, density and growth
rates vary within the region.

West-Central Sydney is the most densely populated subregion with 2,094
residents per square km in 2006. However, its population of 653,428 is
housed in an area of only 312 square kilometres. Growth rates in this sub-
region have been consistently lower than for other parts of GWS since
1991. There are no new Growth Centres in this sub-region.

North-West Sydney covers an area of 5,252 square kms and its population
of 737,871 is larger than the population of West-Central Sydney but is
spread across this larger area at the much lower rate of 140 persons per
square km. This sub-region had the highest growth rate of any of the sub-
regions in the period 2001-6 and contains the NW Growth Centre. As a
result population growth can be expected to continue at a significant rate.

South-West Sydney is also a large area, slightly less large than the North
West but still 3,376 square kilometres inhabited by 397,668 persons and
with a density of 113 people per square kilometre. Population growth rates
have been declining since 1991. However, this rate may be reversed by
development activity in the South West Growth Centre.
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Population is projected to grow in all sub-regions and to reach 2,390,830
by 2031. WSROC estimates (at Appendix 2) are for a higher rate of
population growth in North-West Sydney than in West-Central Sydney in
the period 2006-2019. Projections are not yet available for south-West
Sydney.

These population densities and growth profiles reflect recency of
development in the sub-regions and this is reflected in the age profile of
residents of these sub-regions. The older and more densely populated
West-Central sub-region also has proportionately fewer children aged O -
14 and proportionately more residents aged 65+.

There is also a marked difference between the sub-regions in terms of the
ethno-cultural origin of residents. In both 2001 and again in 2006, 43.3% of
residents of the West-Central subregion were born overseas compared
with between 26% and 28% for the other two regions.

Overall, in 2006, 35.4 % of Western Sydney residents said they did not
speak English well or at all. But lack of fluency in English was higher for
residents of West-Central Sydney (39.8%) than for the other two sub-
regions, particularly North-West Sydney (29.6%). These differences are
also reflected in birthplace of origin data and English proficiency of arrivals
data.

The sub-regional variations reflect the role that West-Central Sydney, and
particularly Auburn and Fairfield LGAs has long played in receiving people
arriving from non-English speaking countries, both people arriving on
family reunion visas and refugees and others arriving on humanitarian
visas®. The differences in sub-regional distribution of residents by country
of origin is clear in the Census data. Compare, for example, the dense
clustering of people with poor English language skills in Auburn and
Fairfield with the relatively lower levels in Campbelltown and Hawkesbury.

Note that the following maps use the same colour codes for differing
percentages. Thus in Auburn there are a number of Census Collector
Districts with more than 23% of residents with poor English proficiency.
The same colours refer to 28% or more of Fairfield residents, but only 3%
or more of Campbelltown or Hawkesbury residents.

! See the State of the Community Reports and Social Plans for these two councils
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People not fluent in English

People aged 5 years and over who did not speak English well or at all
me_aq of As a percentage of the total population aged 5 years and over

Statistics Based on Place of Usual Residence, 2006

Auburn (A) (Local Government Area) by Census Collection District
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